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The City and the Pragmatic Turn 

5-6 November 2015, Copenhagen  
 

 

Program 5 November 2015: International Conference, Keynotes and speakers  

(Open to the public; no registration required) 

 

Note: 6 November is closed program for PhD students, invited speakers and 

commentators. Program will be announced later.  
 

Morning: Keynote speeches  

Venue: Annex A, University of Copenhagen, Studiestræde 6, Building 719, Copenhagen K, 

Denmark 

 

09.30-10.00 Arrival 

 

10.00-10.15 Welcome address 

 

10:15-11:00 Laurent Thévenot (Paris): Engaging with the Certified City 

 

11:00-11:45 Albena Yaneva (Manchester): What is Cosmopolitical Design? Rethinking 

Cities at the time of the Anthropocene 

 

11:45-12:15 Discussion 

 

12:15-13:30 Lunch in the City (on one’s own terms) 

 

 

 

Afternoon: Parallel sessions, invited speakers  

Venue: Centre for Health and Society (CSS), Øster Farimagsgade 5, Copenhagen K, 

Denmark 

 

13:30-15:00 Two parallel sessions  

 

1. Architecture, design and planning in the pragmatic turn (CSS 25.01.53) 

13:30-14:00 Jørgen Ole Bærenholdt (Roskilde): Assembling experimental places: 

designing with absences.  

 

14:00-14:30 Mattias Kärrholm (Malmö): Urban design and public life: territorographical 

notations 

 

14:30-15:00 Anne Tietjen (Copenhagen): Found in translation: Working with actor-

network theory in design education 

 

15:00-15:15 Shared/cross-cutting discussion 
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2. Rethinking urban activism, movements and (cosmo-)politics (CSS 35.01.44) 

13:30-14:00 Alberto Corsín Jiménez (Madrid): Free culture and the city 

 

14:00-14:30 Martin Severin Frandsen (Roskilde): Experimental inquiry and organisation 

of publics – a pragmatist approach to (studying) urban activism 

 

14:30-15:00 Luca Pattaroni (Geneve): Counterculture in the guaranteed city: elements for 

a political approach to urban assemblage 

 

15:00-15:15 Shared/cross-cutting discussion 

 

 

 

15:15-15:45 Coffee Break 

  

15:45-17:30 Two Parallel Sessions 

 

3. Climate, ecology and urban change (CSS 25.01.53) 

15:45-16:15 Simon Guy (Lancaster): Catalyst: Art, Sustainability and Place in the work of 

Wolfgang Weileder 

 

16:15-16:45 Birgitte Hoffman & Jens Stissing (Copenhagen): TBA 

 

16:45-17:15 Anders Blok (Copenhagen): Attachments to the commonplace: Pragmatic 

sociology and the aesthetic cosmopolitics of eco-house design in Kyoto, 

Japan 

 

17:15-17:30 Shared/cross-cutting discussion 

 

 

4. Theorising the city with pragmatisms (CSS 35.01.44) 

15:45-16:15 Ole B. Jensen (with Simon Wind and Ditte Bendix Lang) (Aalborg): 

Mobility and pragmatism – Re-thinking the contemporary city. 

 

16:15-16:45 Christian Borch (Copenhagen): The Urban and Spatial Nature of High-

Frequency Trading: On the changing relations between Cities and Financial 

Markets. 

 

16:45-17:15 Michael Guggenheim (London): Disasters as a cosmopolitical form  

 

17:15-17:30 Shared/cross-cutting discussion 

 

 


